FIRE BELOW

simple  existence  in  which  strife  and battle
and murder would have no part.
This absurd imagination was almost at once
displaced by the astounding reflection that
but twenty-four hours ago I was actually with
the Circus, moving within the horse-lines,
tending the sprightly Ada and reporting to
Bach. These things seemed already so distant
that I could hardly believe they belonged to
yesterday's date, and had some wise man
appeared to declare that the sun had been
lately proceeding at a fifth of his usual pace,
I should have accepted his statement without
a thought.
" I suppose you are set/' said Lelia, " on
taking this bridle-path."
" I must/1 said I, and threw a piece of bread
for the wolf-hound, who had been dozing, but
had risen at the sound of my munching and had
come and sat down at my feet with a meaning
look. "I'm going to start at six/1
" You will fall by the way," says she.
" And, so far from saving her Highness, you
will not be able to save yourself/'
"There will be no to-do, so long as I manage
to get there before the police. I have only to
cross the water and wait on the farther side:
and then, if Leonie comes, I can send her back/'
It sounded simple, but I did not deceive
myself, If Grieg in truth believed that Leonie
was to arrive, he would himself cross the water
and lie in wait. And thai, if she came, there
would be the deuce of a fight* But whether
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